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20. 
Shaykh Abul Wafa Thanaullah Amritsari 
(1285-1367/1868-1948) 


“He was the greatest defendant of Islam and Muslims in India. 
Looking at his services, piety and fearfulness, a person can say that 
he was not an ordinary man but a man of Allah”. 


Shaykh Sayyid Rasheed Ridha Al-Misri 


“He was among the famous scholars of India, he was the Imam of 
the field of debate. Whoever would speak or write against Islam 
and the Messenger of Islam, to stop their attacks, his pen would be 
like a sword coming out of its sheath”. 


Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi 


“For me the greatest proof for the truthfulness and veracity of Islam 
is that a genius, sharp minded, brilliant and intelligent person like 
Thanaullah becomes its standard bearer and he is a living and 
walking miracle and proof of the truthfulness of Islam.” 


Shaykh Sayyid Ataullah Shah Bukhari 


“He was at the same time an intellectual, a thinker, a scholar of 
Hadith, an excelling writer, a fiery orator and an Imam in the field 
of debate”. 


Shaykh AbdulMubin Nadwi 
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“After the death of Shaykh Thanaullah, the time of replying 
spontaneously (in debate) was finished”. 


Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan 


“Shaykh Thanaullah was an exceptionally intelligent person”. 
Shaykh Tnayatulah Naseem 


“We should say that he was the Imam of the field of debate, 
especially against the Aaria Samaj, and at the beginning of the 
century, their Fitnah (trial for Muslims) was the greatest, and 
if Shaykh Thanaullah did not confront them, Allah knows best 
what level their unjust awe-striking upon the Muslim would have 
reached”. 


Shaykh AbdulMajid Dariyabadi 


The Muslims of the Indian subcontinent were very fortunate that Allah 
(Taala) brought into existence Shaykh Al-Islam Thanaullah Amritsari 
among them, who was not only a reviver of his era but also a reformer. 
Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari was incomparable in his contribution 
in the Islamic world and no one similar to him was seen among his 
contemporaries or among scholars after him. He combined the textual and 
rational sciences, gathering knowledge, he was eloquent and articulate, a 
speaker and a teacher, an exegete, a historian, an intellectual, a critic, an 
analyst, a journalist, an Imam in the field of debate, and an author of great 
skill. 

When we have a look at a famous person, straightaway an all embracing 
history comes to our mind, or when we read about some historical 
facts, then some important personalities come to our mind about these 
facts, and it is the same for communities and Jamaat (groups, parties). 
When we look at the history of Deoband, then straightaway we have in 
our minds Shaykh Husayn Ahmad Madni, Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad 
Anwar Shah Kashmiri, Shaykh Mahmood Al-Hasan Deobandi, Shaykh 
Shabeer Ahmad Uthmani, and when hearing the names of these scholars, 
all the history of Dar Al-Uloom Deoband and its greatness comes to our 
mind. When we think about Shaykh Shibli Nu'mani and Shaykh Sayyid 
Sulayman Nadwi then Dar Al-Uloom Nadwah al-Ulama Lukhnow and 
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Dar Al-Musanifin AzamGharh come to our mind with their merits and 
great services. Likewise when we think about Shaykh Ateeg Ar-Rahman 
Uthmani and Shaykh Saeed Ahmad Akbarabadi, then the whole picture 
of Nadwah Al-Musanifin appears in our mind. When the names of 
Shaykh Mawdudi and Shaykh Ameen Ahsan Islahi are mentioned, then 
the history of Jamat-e Islami comes to our mind. When mention is made 
of Allamah Mashragi, the whole history of Khaksari Tahreek comes to our 
mind. When mention is made of Shaykh Sayyid Ataullah Shah Bukhari 
and Agha Sharosh Kashmiri, the whole picture of Majlis Ahrar appears 
in our mind. When mention is made of Masih Al-Mulk Hakeem Ajmal 
Khan and Dr Ansari, then the history of Jamiah Miliyah comes straight 
to our mind, and likewise when we hear the names of Shaykh Thanaullah 
Amritsari, Shaykh Ibrahim Mir Sialkoti and Shaykh Abul Qasim Banarsi, 
then the whole history of the All India Ahl-e Hadith Conference comes 
to our mind. 


A great party of the history of Ahl-e Hadith has a great debt to the 
services of Shaykh Thanaullah for the community and the religion, and 
his services are unigue and particular in the Muslim community. The 
great personality of Shaykh Amritsari in the Islamic world in general and 
in the Indian subcontinent in particular is not in need of presentation, 
every individual in the country knows about his great personality. 


Shaykh Thanaullah’s vast knowledge and comprehensive qualities have 
been acknowledged by great scholars of the Islamic world, the Shaykh & 
because of his nobility and great knowledge became the sun and the moon 
of the Islamic world. We find a remnant of the Salaf in his knowledge, 
nobility, memorisation, precision, integrity, trustworthiness, great 
morality, intelligence, brightness, piety, fearfulness, good behaviour and 
purity. He had a deep knowledge in all Islamic sciences and was considered 
as an Imam in all fields. Shaykh Al-Islam Thanaullah was a common asset 
of the Islamic community. He had a great proficiency in delivering strong 
and evidence-based sermons, and he had great proficiency in debates. 

Shaykh Thanaullah was born in June 1868/Rabee Al-Awwal 1275 in 
Amritsar, the area of his elders was the province of Srinagar the village 
of Anant Nag. His father Shaykh Khidr left Kashmir in 1860/1276 and 
emigrated to Amritsar. Shaykh Thanaullah was seven years old when his 
father passed away and 14 years old when his mother passed away. His 
elder brother was stitching wounds as a profession and he also employed 
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him in stitching wounds. 


At the age of 15 upon the recommendation of an elder he paid attention 
to knowledge and joined the Madrasah Tayid Al-Islam Amritsar whose 
founder and director was Shaykh Ahmadullah, president of Amritsar. 
There he studied beginners books from Shaykh Ahmadullah, and 
afterwards he went to Wazeerabad which was the centre of knowledge 
at that time and the position of Hadith teacher there was occupied in 
full grace by Ustadh Al-Punjab (teacher of Punjab) Hafiz Abdul Mannan 
Wazeerabadi. Shaykh Tanaullah learned higher sciences from Ustadh Al- 
Punjab. 


After completing his studies in Wazeerabad, Shaykh Thanaullah went 
to Delhi and obtained Ijazah in Hadith from Shaykh Al-Kull Sayyid 
Muhammad Nazeer Husayn Dehlwi and this happened in 1889/1307. 
After completing his studies in Delhi he went to the Madrasah Mazahir 
Al-Uloom Saharanpur and after staying there a little time, he went to Dar 
Al-Uloom Deoband and studied books on rational and textual sciences 
from Shaykh Al-Hind Mahmood Al-Hasan. 


Shaykh Thanaullah writes: 


After studying Hadith in Wazeerabad, I went to Deoband in 1889/1307: there 
I studied books on textual and rational sciences up to Sharh Chaghmini. I also 
had the chance to study Hadith there. I went from Deoband to Madrasah Faidh 
Aam Kanpur as in these days Shaykh Ahmad Hasans lessons of Mantiq (logic) 
there were very famous, and I had a particular enthusiasm of textual and 
rational sciences, hence I joined the Madrasah Faydh Aam Kanpur. There is no 
doubt that the Shaykhs vast knowledge deserves to be praised, and I joined the 
classes of books set in the course and was delighted. In these days, the Shaykh 
x developed a new taste for teaching Hadith and I also joined his lessons on 
Hadith. In Punjab Shaykh Hafiz Abdul Mannan & was my teacher of Hadith, 
hence the methodologies of teaching of these three teachers were different from 
each other and this is not the place to mention them. 


Shaykh Thanaullah completed his studies in Madrasah Faydh Aam 
Kanpur in 1893/1310 and in those days upon the recommendation of 
Shaykh Shibli Nu'mani, a sitting was conducted under the presidency of 
Sayyid Muhammad Ali Mongeri in which the decision to found Nadwah 
Al-Ulama was taken. Shaykh Thanaullah was present in this sitting and 
he was the youngest among all scholars. He was named in the founding 
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committee of Nadwah Al-Ulama and all his life he made efforts to reform 
and bring progress to it. 


After leaving Kanpur, Shaykh Thanaullah returned to his homeland 
Amritsar and was appointed as teacher of Hadith in the Madrasah Tayid 
Al-Islam in which he had started his studies, and he taught there for six 
years. After he went to Madrasah Islamiyah Malir Kotlah as head teacher 
and taught there for two years Tafsir, Hadith and Figh. Afterwards, he 
resigned from there and returned to Amritsar and started his works of 
writing as three groups were very active against the Messenger ##: the 
Christians, Aariyah and Qadiyanis. 


Shaykh Thanaullah opened a front against these three groups, he 
debated with them in writing and orally and wrote many books against 
them, the valuable services given by Shaykh Thanaullah against these 
three groups constitute a golden chapter in the Islamic history of the 
Indian subcontinent. 


THE REFUTATION OF FALSE RELIGIONS 


Shaykh Abul Wafa Thanaullah's efforts against the false religions (of 
Christians, Aariyah Samaaj, Qadiyanism and Hadith rejecters) has no 
likeness in the whole of the Indian subcontinent, and scholars of all 
schools of thoughts acknowledged his efforts. 


Refutation of Christians 

Shaykh Thanaullah wrote: 
In my research (against the Christians), the first book upon which my eye fell 
was the book Adm Zarurat Quran (Absence of the Need of Quran) by the Priest 
Thakur Dut to which I replied in my book Tagabul Thalathah (A Comparison 
Between the Torah, Gospel, and Noble Quran) which is published and propagated 
in the country. With the Christian book Adm Zarurat Quran, I have replied to 
many other books which are compiled in the collection Jawabat Nasara. The 
latest book against Christians is called Islam or Maseehiyat. 


The Christians had written three books against Islam in a modern way, 
and their names are: 


1. Alamgir Madhab Islam he ya Maseehiyat 
2. Deen e Fitrat Islam he ya Maseehiyat 
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3. Usul Al-Bayan fi Tawdih Al-Quran 


Islam or Massehiyat of Shaykh Tahanullah was a reply to these three books 
and Islamic magazines paid a great tribute to this book. 


Refutation of the Aariya Samaaj 


Aariya Samaj wrote many books in India against Islam and they took 
every chance to harm the Muslims. The monumental accomplishments 
done by Shaykh Thanaulah Amritsari against them are detailed by the 
Shaykh himself. Shaykh Thanaullah « wrote: 


In this time the Arians translated the book Satyarath par Kash in Urdu whose 
14th chapter contained 159 objections on the noble Quran. And there were 
many objections within these objections. After the publication of Satyarath par 
Kash, the Muslims felt the need to write a compete refutation of it. I wrote Hagg 
par Kash in reply to it, by Allahs favour, it was so much accepted (by the people) 
that after it, no scholar of any group took the pen to reply to Satyarath par Kash, 
and this is among the favours of Allah. 

After a Muslim Abdul Ghafoor (who became Aariya Dharampal) wrote 
the epistle Tark e Islam and Muslims felt very distressed by its publication, I 
wrote in a rush a reply to it entitled Turk-e Islam by which the Muslims’ hearts 
felt so much tranguillity as someone would feel when opening his fast in May or 
June (May Allah accept it). 

Afterwards, the Arians published the book Kitabullah Veyda he ya Quran? 
(Is the book of Allah the Veda or the Quran?) and I replied to it by a book entitled 
Kitab Ar-Rahman. A little time passed after which the Arians wrote a book 
called Rangeela Rasool in which they launched filthy attacks on the character 
of the Messenger of Allah 32 and which caused a fire in all sides of the country. 
Muslims were asking: “What obscurity is there that such attacks are launched 
against the character of the pure essence of the Prophet and no scholar is replying 
to it?” So I wrote in reply to it Muqaddas Rasool, and by Allah's favours it was 
so much accepted that no scholar took the pen to refute Rangeela Rasool as they 
did not feel the need for it (after my reply), and neither did the Arians write a 


reply to my reply. 


Refutation of Qadianism 


When the Qadiyani movement started to spread its poison in the country, 
Shaykh Abu Saeed Muhammad Husayn Batalwi # paid great services to 
prevent the spread of this Fitnah (great trial), he gathered religious verdicts 
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(Fatawa) of scholars of India from all schools of thought and published 
them in the form of a book, and all scholars gave a Fatwa by consensus 
that Oadiyanis were leaving the fold of Islam. 


After the death of Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Batalwi, Shaykh Abul 
Wafa Thanaullah Amritsari devoted his life for the eradication of this 
misguided group and offered great services against it. The Shaykh & 
wrote: 

If I write the detail of my books against the Qadiyanis, there is a risk of bringing 

boredom to the readers (as the writings are so many), hence Iam mentioning in 

a concise manner that I have authored so many books against Qadiyanis that 

even I cannot count them. All I can say is that the one who possesses all these 

books can obtain enough knowledge about Qadiyani topics and the proof of this 
is found in the words of the founder of Qadiansim, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, which 
he published on the 15th April 1907, whose title was: “The final verdict with 

Molvi Thanaullah”. At the beginning (of this writing), he complained specifically 

about me, and this deserves to be quoted. Mirza writes: “Molvi Thanaullah gave 

me a bad reputation, he tried to bring down my fortress and so forth, hence I 

invoke that the liar among us should die in the lifetime of the truthful”. 


It was a particular time when this invocation which came from his pen and 
tongue was accepted and Mirza Qadiyani died in the lifetime of Shaykh 
Thanaullah Amritsari, and this historical victory against Qadiyanis came 
at the hand of a Ahl-e Hadith scholar. 


WORKS ON THE EXEGESIS OF THE QURAN 


Qadiyanis, Chakralwis (Hadith rejecters), Shi'ah and Naturists (Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan and his followers) started to write many Tafaseer (books on 
the exegesis of the Quran) and their interpretation of the Quran opposed 
the way of the pious predecessors (Salaf Salihin). To refute these groups, 
Shaykh Thanaullah wrote four Tafaseer, and he said about them: 


Though all my writings are in the service of the Quran, I did not remain 
neglectful to write particular commentaries. While giving daily lectures on the 
Tafsir of the Quran, I wrote first Tafsir Thanai in an unprecedented style which 
I completed in eight volumes and it was propagated in the whole country. And 
some time afterwards, rather with it, I wrote Tafsir Al-Quran bi Kalam Ar- 
Rahman (Arabic) which gained a particular fame in the country. I started to 
write my third Tafsir called Bayan Al-Furgan ‘ala Ilm Al-Bayan (Arabic) whose 
first part up to Surah Al-Bagarah has been printed. My fourth book on Tafsir 
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Tafsir bi Ray (Urdu) has been written, and I explained in it the meaning of Tafsir 
bi Ray (interpretation based on opinion) and I presented the mistakes of famous 
Tafaseer and translations of Qadiyanis, Chakralwis, Brelwis, Shiah and others, 
and tried to correct them, and a part of it has been printed. 


DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS 


To propagate the religion of Islam and stop the propaganda of the 
opponents of Islam, there is also the field of debate. The last half century 
of the British rule in India was very agitated in the religious world, and 
debates were used to propagate the truth and eradicate falsehood. 


Shaykh Thanaullah 5 developed a taste for debates during the time 
of his studies. Indeed while he was studying in Wazeerabad, he would 
listen to the speeches of Priests and raise objections to them and the 
crowd would listen attentively to his objections. So he opted to specialise 
in debates and he became so famous in this field that the scholars gave 
him the title of “Imam Al-Munazireen” (Imam of the debaters). 


Shaykh Thanaullah 3 conducted many debates in written form and 
orally with Christians, Arians, Qadiyanis, Hadith rejecters, Hanafi blind 
followers (Brelwis and Deobandis) and Shi'ah, and to compile the details 
of these debate would require a huge book, so I will only mention two of 
them, one of them in my birthplace and residence in Sohadrah and the 
second five miles away from Sohadrah in Wazeerabad. 


The Debate in Sohadrah 


There occurred a written debate on 28-29 March 1922 on the topic of 
“Fatihah Khalf Al-Imam” (whether the one who prays behind an Imam 
should recite Surah Al-Fatihah or not) with Molvi Sayyid Noor Shah 
(Deobandi) in the mansion of Malak Ghulam Muhammad Iraqi 8. 
During the debate, Molvi Sayyid Noor Shah asked a question to which 
Shaykh Amritsari replied by the poem: 

“I shall write another reply to the coming letter of the letter carrier, 

and I know what he will reply in his answer”. 
Molvi Sayyid Noor Shah became nervous because of this poem and opted 
to run away. In this debate, Molvi Sardar Ahmad who was residing in 
Pandorian and who was from the Brelwi school of thought accepted the 
Ahl-e Hadith school of thought with his friends. 
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The Debate of Wazeerabad 


This debate occurred orally on the 10th April 1932 in Wazeerabad with 
professor Salim Qadiyani and this debate was very crucial. The Qadiyani 
debater was very young and the topic of the debate was “Sadaqat Mirza” 
(the trustworthiness of Mirza). The Qadyiani debater had the opportunity 
to speak first and tried his best to defend the trustworthiness of Mirza. 
Shaykhul Islam Thanaullah & annihilated all the evidences of the Qadiyani 
debater. 


In his second speech, the Qadiyani debater tried to turn the topic to 
“Ishtihar Mirza” (the pamphlet of Mirza) so Shaykh Amritsari & said: 
“Mirza Sahib said that the stay of the promised Messiah would be 40 years 
but he left the world after 18 years, so Mirza Sahib is standing as a liar 
according to his claim!” 


Shaykh’s strike was so hard that the Qadyani debater became confused, 
and Shaykh according to his habit would insert poems in his debate and 
he recited the lines of poetry: 

“What a great joy on the Day of Gathering that we will make a complain, 

and he (Mirza) will say begging: ‘be quiet for Allahs sake.” 


Upon hearing this poem, the Qadiyani debater started to create agitation 
claiming that this poem is not appropriate and Shaykh Thanaullah should 
take it back, and the matter extended so much that Shaykh Thanaullah 
said: “There is a famous writer and journalist from India within one and 
half mile, Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan, and we should take him as a judge and 
whatever he decides, I will accept it” and the Qadiyanis accepted this 
solution. 


Professor Hakeem “Inayatullah Naseem Sohadrawi was present in 
this debate and he said that Shaykh Thanaullah instructed him to go to 
Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan and tell him that Thanaullah wanted him to come. 
Hakeem ‘Inayatullah said: “I took a special Tangah (horse carriage) from 
Wazeerabad to Karamabad, and went to see Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan and 
informed him that Shaykh Thanaullah wanted him to come, thus Shaykh 
Zafar Ali Khan got ready and came with me to Wazeerabad.” 


Shaykh Thanaullah told Shaykh Zafar Ali that the topic of the debate 
was “Sadagat Mirza” and about this I read the aforementioned poem and 
the Qadyianis are complaining that it is not appropriate and should be 
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taken back, and you have been accepted as ajudge and whatever decision 
you will make will be accepted by both sides. Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan 
replied: 
There is no vulgar word in this poem, its meaning is clear and it is that on the 
Day of Gathering, Shaykh Thanaullah will invoke Allah to ask Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad Qadiyani why he brought division among the Muslims, and at this 
time Mirza Ghulam Ahmad will ask Shaykh Thanaullah to be guiet, that “you 
humiliated me in the world, and you are humiliating me now as well?” 


The explanation of Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan brought happiness to the 
people and made them delighted. 


Shaykh Abul Mahmood Hidayatullah Sohadrawi wrote: “We are 
certain that if two or three similar debates are held in each place, then 
Qadianism’s seeds will be uprooted”. 


HIS CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL, COMMUNAL AND 
POLITICAL PARTIES 


Shaykhul Islam Abul Wafa Thanaullah Amritsari services to national, 
communal, religious and political parties cannot be comprehended. He 
took part in the religious, national, communal and political movements 
and had a great contribution in them all. Here is a brief summary of the 
movements in which he took part: 


Nadwah Al-Ulama 


In 1892/1309, Shaykh Thanaullah completed his studies in Madrasah 
Faydh Aam Kanpur, and at the ceremony of his graduation, a sitting was 
held upon the recommendation of Shaykh Shibli Nu'mani and presided by 
Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad “Ali Mongeri in which the creation of Nadwah 
Al-Ulama took place. In this sitting, Shaykh Thanaullah was present and 
was the youngest among all scholars. 


Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi wrote: 


In this meeting Shaykh Shibli, Shaykh Muhammad Ali Mongeri, Shaykh 
Lutfullah Ali Gharh, Shaykh Khaleel Ahmad Sharanpuri, Shaykh Muhammad 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi, Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari participated and Shaykh 
Thanaullah was the youngest among scholars. 
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Shaykh Thanaullah was among the founding members of Nadwah 
Al-Ulama Luknow. In 1912, Nadwah held a sitting in Delhi upon the 
invitation of Hakeem Ajmal Khan, and Shaykh Thanaullah was presiding 
this sitting upon the recommendation of Shaykh Shibli. 


There was a strike in Nadwah in 1913, and Shaykh Muhammad Ali 
Johar and Hakeem Ajmal Khan took a particular interest in ending this 
strike, and they called for a sitting of scholars and intellectuals in Delhi. 
This sitting occurred on the 10th May 1914 in Delhi and it was presided by 
Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, and a committee was formed in this sitting 
whose aim was to draft a constitution for Nadwah. To draft a constitution, 
the services of a retired judge, Pirzadah Muhammad Husayn was hired, 
and he wrote a constitution in three days and handed it to the members 
of this committee. The members of the committee were: Masih Al-Mulk 
Hakeem Ajmal Khan, Shaykh Abul Kalam Azad, Shaykh Muhammad Ali 
Johar, Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, Khawajah Ghulam Ath-Thagalayn, 
Shaykh Nawab Ali Hasan Khan, Hakeem Abdul Wali Al-Lukhnawi. 


Majlis Khilafat 

In 1919 Shaykh Muhammad Ali established a group called Majlis Khilafat. 
Its first sitting took place in Lukhnow in which prestigious scholars and 
intellectuals participated, and Shaykh Thanaullah was also among the 
participants and he gratified the members of Majlis Khilafat with his 
precious advises. 


Jam'iyah Al-Ulama Hind 

Jam'iyah Al-Ulama Hind was established in 1919 and was the result of the 
great efforts of the following scholars: Shaykh AbdulBari Farangi Mahali, 
Shaykh Kifayatullah Dehlwi, Shaykh Ahmad Saeed Dehlwi, Shaykh Abul 
Kalam Azad, Shaykh Azad Subhani, Shaykh AbdulMajid Badayuni, 
Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi and Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari. 

The first sitting of Jamiyah Al-Ulama Hind occurred upon the 
recommendation of Shaykh Thanaullah in Amritsar and it was presided by 
Shaykh AbdulBari and a Majlis Aamilah (executive body) of 23 scholars 
was formed. The following Ahl-e Hadith scholars were part of this Majlis-e 
“Aamilah: Shaykh Muhammad Fakhir Ilahabadi, Shaykh Salamatullah 
Jerajpuri, Shaykh Muhammad Akram Khan, Shaykh Munir Az-Zaman 
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Khan, Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim Mir 
Sialkoti and Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Dawud Ghaznawi. 


A sitting of Jamiyah Al-Ulama Hind was held in Calcutta in 1925 and 
was presided by Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, and Shaykh Thanaullah 
was a participant in this sitting. Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi wrote: 

Shaykh Thanaullah came especially in this sitting as the Jam'iyah was to discuss 

the topic of Usury in Dar Al-Harb (land of war), and Shaykh Sayyid Anwar 

Shah and other scholars of Deoband were also present, and he (Anwar Shah 

Kashmiri) said to me that if the noble scholars of Deoband agree on the famous 

Hanafi topic “There is no usury between a warrior and a Muslim in Dar Al- 

Harb”, then I will support it as well, but the scholars spoke about it privately and 

could not agree, and there could not be any open discussion in the sitting. 


The Congress and the Muslim League 


From the political point of view, Shaykh Thanaullah was attached to the 
Congress Party, but when the Hindu Congress members, out of bigotry, 
starting to create mischief, then many Muslims leaders left the Congress 
and Shaykh Thanaullah was among this group. Shaykh Thanaullah 
Amritsari thereafter joined the Muslim league. After the incidents of 
JalianWala Bagh, the Congress, Majlis Khilafat and Muslim League held 
sittings, and the sitting of the Muslim League was presided by Masih Al- 
Mulk Hakeem Muhammad Ajmal Khan, and Shaykh Amritsari was first 
to speak and he gave a complete and knowledge-based speech. 


HIS SERVICES TO THE JAMAAT AHL-E HADITH 


Shaykh Thanaullah had great services in making the Ahl-e Hadith Jamaat 
organised and active. In September 1906/ Shawal 1324 an annual Ahl-e 
Hadith conference was held in Arah (Madras) and an organisation called 
“All India Ahl-e Hadith Conference” was formed in this sitting. 


Hafiz Abdullah Ghazipuri was elected as president and Shaykh 
Thanaullah was elected as secretary general (Nazim-e ‘Ala), and it was 
decided in this sitting that a committee of three scholars should be formed 
and its aim would be to travel around India and make the “All India Ahl-e 
Hadith conference” known. So a committee of three scholars was formed, 
and the members were: Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, Shaykh AbdulAziz 
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Raheemabadi and Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim Mir Sialkoti. So these 
scholars travelled around the country to advertise the “All India Ahl-e 
Hadith conference.” 


A year after, the executive body (Majlis-e ‘Aamilah) was selected and 
the following scholars were appointed as members of the executive body: 
Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, Shaykh AbdulAziz Raheembadi, Shaykh 
Muhammad Ibrahim Mir Sialkoti - who were the original founders, 
and the other scholars were: Qadhi Muhammad Sulayman Mansurpuri, 
Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Dawud Ghaznawi, Shaykh Muhammad 
Ismaeel Salafi, and Shaykh Muhammad Haneef Nadwi, who were from 
Punjab, and from the UP province: Shaykh Abul Qasim Banarsi, and from 
the province Bihar: Shayklh Abdullah Al-Kafi and Shaykh Abdullah Al- 
Bagi, and from Delhi: Hafiz Hameedullah. 


Among these members, Shaykh Abul Qasim Banarsi, Shaykh Abdul 
Wahab Aarwi, Shaykh Sayyid Dawud Ghaznawi, Shaykh Muhammad 
Ismaeel Salafi, Shaykh Muhammad Haneef Nadwi and Thanaullah 
Amritsari were from the Congress and Jamiyah Al- Ulama Hind, and 
Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim Sialkoti was from the Muslim League. 


ANJUMAN AHL-E HADITH PUNJAB 


In 1920, “Anjuman Ahl-e Hadith Punjab” was formed, its president 
was Shaykh AbdulQadir Qasuri, and the secretary general was Shaykh 
Thanaullah Amritsari, and the members of the executive body were: 
Qadhi Muhammad Sulayman Mansurpuri, Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim 
Mir Sialkoti, Shaykh Sayyid Dawud Ghaznawi, Shaykh Muhammad 
Ismaeel Salafi, Qadhi AbdurRaheem, Shaykh Muhammad Lakhvi and 
Hakeem Nurudin. 

Eight years later, elections were held in Anjuman Ahl-e Hadith Punjab 
and Shaykh Qadhi Muhammad Sulayman Mansurpuri was elected as 
president and Shaykh AbdulMajeed Sohadrawi became secretary general. 
REPRESENTATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE 
When Sultan Abdul Aziz ibn AbdirRahman Aal Saud conguered Hijaz in 
1926/1345, he called for an Islamic international conference, and he sent 
invitations through his emissaries to three groups in India: 

1. Majlis Khilafat 
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Jami'ah Al-Ulama Hind 
All India Ahl-e Hadith Conference 


The group of representatives of Majlis Khilafat (to the International 
conference) was made of four members: 


1. 


2. 
3. 
4 


Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi (head of the group) 
Shaykh Muhammad Ali Johar 

Shaykh Shokat Ali 

Shaykh Shuaib Qureshi 


The group of representatives of Jam'iyah Al-Ulama Hind constituted five 
members: 


1. 


Mm FW o 


Shaykh Kifayatullah Dehlwi (head of the group) 
Shaykh Shabeer Ahmad Uthmani 

Shaykh Muhammad Irfan 

Shaykh Ahmad Saeed Dehlwi 

Shaykh Abdul Haleem Siddigi 


The group of representatives of the All India Ahl-e Hadith conference 
constituted four members: 


1. 


2. 
3. 
4 


Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari (head of the group) 
Shaykh AbdulWaahid Ghaznawi 

Shaykh Sayyid Ismaeel Ghaznawi 

Hafiz Hameedullah Dehlwi 


Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi wrote: 


Shaykh Thanaullah was present at the Islamic Conference in Hijaz in 1926 
representing the Ahl-e Hadith, and he did two short talks in Arabic in his style. 
He went after this to Madinah and said: “Whoever from the Ahl-e Hadith does 
not come here, he is free from love”. 
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MAGAZINES 


To spread and propagate the religion of Islam, the divine Tawheed and 
the Prophetic Sunnah, refute and condemn Shirk and innovation, and 
eradicate false religions, Shaykh Thanaullah & launched three magazines 
at different times: 

1. Jareedah Musalman 

2. Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith 

3. Muraqa' Qadiyani 


Jareedah Musalman 


This monthly magazine was launched in 1900 in Amritsar, this magazine 
was launched for the general benefit of the Muslims, and it refutes the 
objections of other religions upon Islam, and the Shaykh would write all 
articles in it. This magazine was continuously published up to May 1908. 
On the 7th June 1910 it became a weekly magazine. In July 1913, its rights 
were transferred to Munshi Tlmudin but he could not carry it on for much 
longer, hence this magazine stopped. 


Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith 


The weekly magazine Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith was launched on the 24th 
Sha'ban 1321/13th November 1903 and it carried on continuously for 44 
years without any gap up to the 13th of Ramadan 1366/1st August 1947. 
In January 1914 Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith could not be printed as the press 
was shifting, so Shaykh Amritsari published in January 1914 under the 
name Makhzan Thanai and in February-March under the name Guldastah 
Thanai. The press shifted again in 1919, so Shaykh Amritsari published 
the 17th and 23rd February magazines under the name Guldastah Thanai. 

About the passion with which Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith was launched, 
Shaykh Amritsari writes: 


When the need of religious preaching was felt everyday more and the publication 
of books was proved to be insufficient, then Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith was launched 
in which all false thoughts were refuted and attacks of Non-Muslims answered.” 


After this he presented Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith with the following words: 


What is this magazine: it is Majma Al-Bahrayn (the gathering of the two seas), 
meaning a gathering of religious and worldly topics in which articles related 
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to the country, to the religion, to good character and to history are included, 
with answers to different guestions, religious verdicts (Fatawa) and replies to the 
objections of opponents. In summary, this magazine is a supporter of Tawheed 
and Sunnah, an enemy to Shirk and innovation, a shield against the opponents, 
and informing of the very thin news from the whole world. The aim and purpose 
of this magazine are these: 
1. Propagating the religion of Islam and the Prophetic Sunnah 
2. Giving service to the Muslims in general and Jamaat Ahl-e Hadith in 
particular in religious and worldly matters. 
3. Watching over of the mutual relations between Muslims and the 
government. 


The Magazine Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith had the honour of being headed by 
Shaykh Thanaullah continuously, though in 1929 from the 3rd of April to 
the 12th of August, during the Hajj of Shaykh Amritsari, his son Shaykh 
Ataullah Shaheed (Insha Allah) took its direction and Shaykh Muhammad 
Ibrahim Mir Sialkoti was its supervisor. 


Murag@ Qadiyani 

To decapitate the Qadiyani Fitnah, Shaykh Thanaullah # launched 
a monthly magazine called Muraqa’ Qadiyani. Its first number was 
published in June 1907 and it carried on until October 1908, and it was 
interrupted after. It was continued for a second time from April 1931 to 
April 1933, and was stopped therafter. Why was this magazine launched? 
Shaykh Amritsari writes: “The aim of this magazine is to protect Islam 
form external and internal attacks and refute the false beliefs of Mirza 
Qadiyaniꝰ 


HIS WRITINGS 


Shaykhul Islam Thanaullah Amritsari wrote books on many topics, and 
the list of these topics is as follows: 


1. Books on the Tafsir (exegesis) of the Noble Quran and topics related to it 
Refutation of Christianity 

Refutation of Aariyah Samaj 

Refutation of Qadianis 

Refutation of Hanafi blind followers 

Defence of Ahl-e Hadith 
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7. Other books on refutation 
8. Islamic books for laymen 
9. Books on Islamic sciences and literature. 


Books on the Tafsir of the Noble Quran and Topics Related to it 


1. Tafsir Thanai 
2. Ayat Mutashabihat 

3. Tafsir Al-Quran bi Kalam Ar-Rahman (Arabic) 
4. Bayan Al-Furqan ala Ilm Al-Bayan (Arabic) 

5. Tafsir bi Ray 

6. Burhan At-Tafaseer bi Jawab Sultan At-Tafaseer 
7. Tashrih Al-Quran 

8. Tafsir bi Riwayah 


Refutation of Christianity 


Tagabul e Thalathah 

Tawheed, Tathleeth or Najat 
Jawabat e Nasara 

Munazarah Ilahabad 

Islam or Maseehiyat 

Tahreefat Bible or Tafsir Surah Yusuf 
Kalimah Taybah 

Islam or Politics 

Islam or British Law 


paa 
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Refutation of the Aariya Samaj 


1. Haqq par kash 

2. Kitab Ar-Rahman 

3. Turk Islam 

4. Huduth Ved 

5. Mubahathah Dioriya 

6. Shadi Bevgaan or Nevag 

7. Huduth Duniya 

8. Ilham 

9. Ar-Rukub As-Safeenah fi Mubahathah An-Nageenah 
10. Sawami Diyanand ka Ilm wa Agl 
11. Namaz Arbaah 

12. Taghleeb e Islam 

13. Al-Quran Al-‘Azeem 
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20. 
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23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
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31. 
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40. 
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45. 
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47. 
48. 
49. 
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Muraga' Diyanandi 

Rajam Ash-Shayateen bi Jawab Asateer Al-Awaleen 
Tibr e Islam 

Bahth Tanasukh 

Thamarat Tanasukh 

Quran or Digar Kutub 

Jihad Deed 

Ba'ith Sarwar dar Mubahathah Jabalpur 
Fath e Islam yani Munazarah Khorjah 
Muhammad Rishi 

Ilhami Kitab 

Mugaddas Rasool 

Thanai Pocket Book 

Nikah Aariyah 

Usul Aariyah 

Tahreek Aariyah 

Ta'lim e Islam 

Hunud Aariyah or Molana Amritsari 
Hindustan ke do reform 

Majmuah Rasail buveid Quran 
Al-Fawz Al-Azeem 

Arian Ulama ke 35 Sawalat or un ke Fawri Jawabat 
Mubahathah Nahin 

Ishwar Bhagti 

Mubahathah Ghost Khori 

Ariyah Daram ka photo 

Thubut Qurani Gaon 

Veyd or Sawami Diyanand 

Abadi Najat 

Izhar-e Hagg 

Kitab Ruh 

Huduth Madah 

Ved ka Bhed 

Shadhi Tor 

Vidak Ishwar ki Hagigat 

Akhbar Musalman 


Refutation of Qadiyanis 


L 
2. 
3. 


Ilhamat Mirza 
Hafawat Mirza 
Saheefah Mahboobiyah 
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Fatih Qadiyan 

Aafatullah 

Fath Ar-Rabbani dar Mubahathah Qadiyani 
Agaid Mirza 

Muraga' Qadiyani 

9. Chestan Mirza 

10. Raz e Qadiyan 

11. Faskh e Nikah Mirzayan 

12. Tarikh Mirza 

13. Ajaib e Mirza 

14. Shahadat Mirza 

15. Hindustan ke do reform 

16. Miraq Mirza 

17. Fayslah Mirza 

18. Tlm Kalam Mirza 

19. Asharah Kamilah 

20. Tuhfah Ahmadiyah 

21. Batsh Qadeer bar Qadiyani Tafseer Kabeer 
22. Nagabil Musanif Mirza 

23. Rasail Ijaziyah 

24. Dharurat Maseeh 

25. Qadyani Nabi ki Tahreer Fayslah Kun he ya Mera Half 
26. Tafsir Thanai 

27. Nikah Mirza 

28. Shah Englistan or Mirza Qadiyani 

29. Qadyani Mubahathah Dakan 

30. Nukat Mirza 

31. Muhammad Qadyani 

32. Taleemat Mirza 

33. Tafseer Nuwesi ka Challenge or Farar 
34. Bahaullah or Mirza 

35. Abateel Mirza 

36. Makalamah Ahmadiyah (first volume) 
37. Likhram or Mirza 

38. Mahmud Muslih Mawud 

39. Tuhfah Mirzaiyah 

40. Thanai Pocket Book 

41. Tafsir bi Ray 


2 N o ON 


Refutation of Hanafi Blind-Followers 
1. Hadith Nabawi or Taqleed Shakhsi 
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2. Ilm Al-Figh 

3. Tagleed Shakhsi or Salafi 

4. Takzeeb Al-Mufakireen 

5. Fiqh or Fageeh 

6. Ijtihad wa Tagleed 

7. Asli Hanafiyat or Tagleed Shakhsi 

8. Tanqeed e Tagleed 

9.  Igtida e Ahl-e Hadith 

10. Maqulat Hanafiyah 

11. Usul Al-Fiqh (Arabic) 

12. Tagleed Shakhsi 

13. Qilah Shikan bi Jawab Batil Shikan 

14. Al-Lawami’ Al-Ilahiyah ala As-Sawa'ig Al-Ilahiyah 
15. Magasid Namaziyan bi Jawab Agaid Namaziyan 
16. Hidayah or Tagwiyatul Iman 

17. Peer Jamaat Ali Shah ki Oiyadat 

18. Fiqh Dar Asl Quran he 

19. Ilm Al-Ghayb ka Masalah 

20. Wahabiyat par Buhtan 

21. Wafat An-Nabi bi Jawab Hayat An-Nabi 
22. Tazeem Al-Abrar ala Talleem Al-Jabbar 


Support and Defence of Ahl-e Hadith 


1. Ahl-e Hadith ka Madhab 
Futuhat Ahl-e Hadith 
Islam or Ahl-e Hadith 
Ameen or Raf'ul Yadayn 
Fatihah Khalf e Imam 
Shame Tawheed 

Nur Tawheed 


NA AN WN 


Other Books of Refutation 
1. Al-Kalam Al-Mubeen fi Jawab Al-Arabeen 
Fayslah Aarah 
Daleel Al-Furqan bi Jawab Ahlul Quran 
Fasl Qadiyah Al-Ikhwan bi Zikr Tafseer Al-Quran bi Kalam Ar-Rahman 
Islah Al-Ikhwan ‘ala Yad As-Sultan (Amritsari Ghaznawi Fayslah) 
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Hujjiyat e Hadith or Ittiba Rasool 

Khaksari Tahreek or us ka Baani 

Na Faham Musanif 

9. Kam Ilm Musanif 

10. Khitab bihi Mawdudi 

11. Ittiba Salaf 

12. Khilafat Muhammadiyah 

13. Khilafat wa Risalat 

14. Dukhe Dil ki Dastan 

15. Mazalim Ropuri bar Mazlum Amritsari 

16. Ahl-e Hadith ki Imanat bi Jawab Wahabion ki Imanat 
17. Burhan Al-Quran 

18. Difa' Anil Hadith 

19. Burhan Al-Hadith bi Ahsan Al-Hadith 

20. Bayan Al-Hagg bi Jawab Balagh Al-Hagg 

21. Tasdig Al-Hadith 

22. Salah Al-Muminin bi Jawab Salah Al-Mursalin 
23. Kalimatul Hagg bi Jawab Shiratu Hagg 


NA 


Islamic Books for Laymen 


Masalah Hijaz par Nazar 

Sultan ibn Su'ud, ala Bradran or Mutamar 
Tahreek Wahabiyat par Ek Nazar 
Hayat Masnunah 

Taleem Al-Quran 

Rahbar Hujjaj 

Islam kiya Chahta he 

Tahzeeb 

Izzat ki Zindagi 

10. Mel Milap 

11. Samakum Al-Muslimeen 

12. Eed Milad Nabi ki Shar'i Haythiyat 


KNA DN YN ft 
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Books on Islamic Sciences and Literature 


1. Khasail Nabi # 
Hidayah Az-Zawjain 
Rusum Al-Islamiyah 
As-Salam Aleykum 
Shariat wa Tarigat 
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6. Islami Tarikh 

7. Adab Al-'Arab (Arabic) 

8. At-Tarifat An-Nahwiyah (Arabic) 

9. Khutbah Sadarat 

10. Sawanih Imam Bukhari 

11. At-Tuhfah An-Najdiyah 

12. Fatawa Thanaiyah 

13. Tarjamah Quran e Majeed (Thanai Tarjamah) 
14. Barah Surah Shareefah (Mutarjam) 

15. Qurani Qa'idah Thanaiyah 

16. Miatu Thanaiyah Yani So Ahadith Nabawiyah 


A BRIEF PRESENTATION OF HIS FAMOUS BOOKS 

Tafsir Thanai 

Tafsir Thanai has a particular place among Tafaseer in Urdu language, 
this Tafsir refutes particularly Qadiyanis and Naturists (modernists). He 
translated the Quran in a simple manner, intelligible to laymen, with an 
elegant style in its commentary, explanations of links between verses and 
rational and textual refutation of opponents. In the introduction to the 
Tafsir, he showed the evidences of the Prophethood of the Prophet $ from 
books of different religions. This Tafsir was published in eight volumes, its 
first volume was published in 1313/1895 and it was completed on the 29th 
Ramadan 1339/1931. 


Tagabul Ath-Thalathah 


This book is a refutation of the book Adm Dharurat Ouran of the Priest 
Thakur Dut. In it, there is a comparison of the Thorah, Gospel and noble 
Ouran. This book was first published in 1910/1328. 


Islam or Maseehiyat 


This book is a refutation of three books of Christians: Tawdih Al-Bayan 
fi Usul Al-Quran, Maseehiyat Alamgiri and Deen-e Fitrat Islam he yahan 
Maseehiyat. This book was first published in 1941/1360. 


Kitab Ar-Rahman 
This book is a refutation of the book Kitabullah Veyd he ya Guran of the 
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Arian author Bughto Ram, and he refuted in it all the objections of this 
writer in such a manner that the Arian could not reply. According to 
Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, this is a book written in a debate style in 
a beautiful manner. 


Turk-e Islam 


This book is a refutation of a Muslim AbdulGhafoor (who became Aariya 
Dharampal) who wrote Tark-e Islam and made many futile objections 
against Islam. Shaykh Thanaullah 48 replied to all of these objections with 
great seriousness. After the publication of this book, Ahl-e Hadith scholars 
and scholars from Deoband both congratulated Shaykh Amritsari. Shaykh 
Amritsari predicted that Dharampal would come back to the religion of 
Islam and this is what happened as Dharampal came back to Islam with 
the name Ghazi Mahmud Dharampali. This book was published first in 
1903/1321 in Amritsar. 


Mugaddas Rasool 


This book was written in refutation of a vile book written by Aariya 
Samaj entitled Rangeela Rasool in which false objections were raised 
on the Character of the Prophet #8, and Shaykh Amritsari & with great 
seriousness and firmness replied to all of these objections. Scholars from 
Ahl-e Hadith and Deoband both congratulated Shaykh Amritsari after 
the publication of this book and Shaykh Amritsari considered this book as 
a way of salvation for him. This book was published in 1924/1343. 


Ilhamat Mirza 


This is the first book of Shaykh Thanaullah 5 against Qadianism, and in 
this book the Shaykh reviewed the (so called) Ilahamat (inspirations) and 
predictions of Mirza Qadiyani, and he discussed all the predictions from 
different perspectives, and he proved that all Ilahmat and predictions 
of Mirza were fabricated and he was a liar in his claims. This book was 
published first in 1901/1319. 


Tarikh Mirza 
In this book Shaykh Thanaullah & recorded the biography of Mirza 
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Qadiyani according to the books and pamphlets of Mirza, and he 
incorporated the detail of his condition since birth to death. This book 
was published first in 1919/1337. 


Nukat Mirza 


The background of this book is that Mirza Mahmud Qadiyani challenged 
Shaykh Murtadha Hasan Deobandi on Tafsir, and Shaykh Murtadha 
Hasan chose to remain silent but Shaykh Amritsari accepted the 
challenge of Mirza Mahmud and then Mirza Mahmud remained silent. 
In this epistle, Shaykh Amritsari exposed some points in the Tafsir of 
Mirza Qadiyani, for instance he wrote: “It is written in the noble Quran 
that Yajuj and Majuj spread corruption upon earth but Mirza Qadiyani 
declares Christians and British people to be Yajuj wa Majuj” This book 
was published in 1926/1345. 


Tagleed Shakhsi or Salafi 


He verified in it the topic of Taqleed (both categories) and he replied in it 
to the book Hagigatul Figh of Shaykh Anwaarullah Haydrabadi and to the 
epistle Al-Igtisad of Shaykh Ashraf Ali Thanvi. This book was published 
first in 1921/1339. 


Magoolat Hanafiyah 


Magoolat Hanafiyah (Hanafi Rationalities) is in fact Hanafi non- 
rationalities. He mentioned in it seven topics from the Hanafi school of 
thought and refuted them: “Mafgood Al-Khabar” (the woman whose 
husband has disappeared), apostasy among women, forbiddance of 
“Musaharah” (women who are forbidden to be married to), “Khayar 
Bulugh”, “Dah Dardah’, “Iqtida Mugeem ya Musafir” (the resident should 
lead prayer or the traveller) and separation between two spouses. He also 
critically reviewed the epistle Al-Hilah An-Naajizah Li Hayah Al-Aajiza of 
Shaykh Thanvi. This epistle was published in 1936/1355. 


Ijtihad wa Tagleed 
He verified in a very rational manner these two topics (Ijthad and Tagleed), 


the reguirements for Ijtihad, the reguirements for Tafsir, consensus, the 
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four evidences (Ouran, Hadith, consensus, analogy) and five principles. 
This epistle was published first in 1918/1336. 


The Madhab of Ahl-e Hadith 


This book shows that the Madhab of Ahl-e Hadith stipulates that the noble 
Quran and the Prophetic Hadith is called Shari'ah (religious law), and any 
statement contradicting these two sources from a Companion, Peer (Sufi 
leader), Muhadith, Imam, saint is not an evidence (Hujjah). The Shaykh 
would declare this book as the certificate of the Ahl-e Hadith. This book 
was published first in 1899. 


Shame Tawheed 


There was an attack on Shaykh Thanaullah with the intent to kill him on 
the 4th November 1937, and the attacker was an extreme Brelwi, and by 
Allah's grace and generosity, the Shaykhs life was saved but he was injured, 
and after his recovery the Shaykh authored this epistle. This book refutes 
false beliefs and shed lights upon correct beliefs. This epistle was published 
first in 1938/1357. 


Noor Tawheed 


The extreme group (Brelwi) wrote an epistle Parwanah Tangeed in reply to 
Shame Tawheed and Shaykh Amritsari wrote an answer to it in his epistle 
Noor Tawheed. This epistle was published first in 1938/1357. 


Khaksari Tahreek or us ka Baani 


The founder of the Khaksari movement, Allamah ‘Inaytaullah Mashragi 
would not believe in the authority of Hadith and some of his religious 
beliefs would differ considerably from the beliefs of the pious predecessors 
(Salaf As-Salihin). This book deals with the beliefs of Allamah Mashragi 
and his alterations (in interpreting) in the noble Quran. This book was 
published in Amritsar in 1939/1358. 


Khitab bi Mawdudi 
This epistle sheds light on Shaykh Sayyid Mawdudi's views on Hadith. 
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Shaykh Mawdudi :8 had written some doubts on Prophetic Hadith in his 
epistle Tarjuman Al-Quran. This epistle was published first in 1946/1325. 


Khilafat Muhammadiyah 


Shiah and Sunnis had an age-old dispute on the topic of Khilafah 
(caliphate): the view of Ahl-e Sunnah is that the manner in which the 
caliphate was established is truthful but the Shi'ah differ with this and they 
believe that Ali ibn Abi Talib # and his children deserved the caliphate. 
Shaykh Amritsari established in this epistle with evidences that the 
caliphate established after the Prophet # was upon the prophetic way 
(Manhaj an-Nubuwwah). This epistle was published first in 1931/1350 in 
Amritsar. 


Tarikh Wahabiyat par Ek Nazar 


This epistle contains a biography of Shaykh Muhammad ibn AbdilWahab 
and the Fatawa of the scholars of Deoband on the topic of erecting domes 
(on graves). This epistle was published first in 1929/1347 in Amritsar. 


Hayat Masnunah 


In this epistle, Shaykh Amritsari explained that life is of two types: 
Individual and congregational and he shed lights on these two matters 
in a concise way and he advised all to follow the Prophetic Sunnah. This 
epistle was published first in 1935/1354. 


Islami Tarikh 


This epistle describes the biography of the Prophet # in the manner of a 
story and this epistle was written for children and adolescent Muslims so 
that they may read it and know the condition of the noble biography of 
the Messenger of Allah &. 


As-Salam Aleykum 


This epistle compares the greeting “As-Salam Aleykum” to greetings in 
different religions, and this epistle is divided into three chapters. The first 
chapter contains the virtues of “As-Salam Aleykum” proven by Prophetic 
Hadith, the second chapter contains a comparison with the greetings of 
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other religions, and the third chapter details with the way to say “As-Salam 
Aleykum”. This epistle was published first in 1905/1323h. 


Fatawa Thanaiyah 


Shaykhul Islam Thanaullah Amritsari launched his magazine Akhbar 
Ahl-e Hadith in 1903 and specified a page for Fatawa (religious verdicts), 
and he published Fatawa for 44 consecutive years in this magazine. These 
Fatawa were then gathered by Shaykh Muhammad Dawud Raaz Dehlwi, 
and Shaykh Abu Saeed Sharfudin Dehlwi reviewed them (adding some 
notes in some places) and published them in 1952/1371H in two volumes. 
The first volume contains the topics of beliefs, prayer, fasting, Zakah. The 
second volume deals with marriage, divorce, widow, manners, inheritance 
and diverse topics. 


LAST DAYS 


On the 14th August 1947, the state of Pakistan came into existence, and 
before it mischief (riots, attacks, robberies) between Hindus and Muslim 
had started, and there was a lot of turmoil in eastern Punjab. On the 
13th August 1947, Shaykh Thanaullahs only son Shaykh Ataullah was 
honoured to be martyred (insha Allah), a curfew was announced in the 
city, and with great difficulty 10 people obtained permission to gather for 
the Janazah. 


Shaykh Thanaullah read the Janazah of his beloved son and after 
burying him, he left Amritsar on the 14th August in great uncertainty, 
having only 50 Rupees in his pocket, he reached Lahore with great 
difficulty and from Lahore, he went to Gujranwala where he resided in the 
house of Shaykh Ismaeel Salafi. 


After Shaykh Thanaullah had left Amritsar, Hindus vandalised his 
residence, stole all of his material and destroyed his library by burning it 
and his library had a treasure of thousands of rare books. 


Professor AbdulQayum + wrote in an article that Shaykh Abul Kalam 
Azad send some people to Amritsar to get the books of Shaykh Thanaullah 
from his library, but when they had reached Amritsar, it was already 
turned into ashes. Shaykh Amritsari was very hurt by the destruction of 
his library more than anything else. 
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Shaykh Thanaullah left Gujranwala in 1948 and moved to Sargodha 
and he received a press there in compensation for Thanai Bargi press 
which he left in Amritsar. 


Shaykh Thanaullah had the project to continue Akhbar Ahl-e Hadith 
from Sargodha but on the 12th February 1948, he had a stroke and was 
not able to speak, and after giving more than half a century of services to 
Islam, this manly Mujahid left his soul to the Creator on the 15th of March 
1948. We all belong to Allah and to Him we will return! 


Shaykh Thanaullah wrote on the 18th October 1940 in Akhbar Ahl-e 
Hadith on a relevant occasion the following desire: “When my Janazah is 
raised, I wish that it goes in such a manner that all believers are present 
in it” and his wish was fulfilled and the people of Tawheed and faith of 
Sargodha buried him. 


COMMENTS AT HIS DEATH 


Shaykh Zafar Ali Khan wrote in the magazine Zamindar at the death of 
Shaykh Thanaullah: “After the death of Shaykh Thanaullah, the time of 
replying spontaneously (in debate) was finished” Shaykh Sayyid Sulayman 
Nadwi wrote in the magazine Maarif A’zamgharh in May 1948: 


He was among the famous scholars of India, he was the Imam in the field of 
debate. He was an excellent orator, author of many books and was from the 
Ahl-e Hadith Mazhab. Whoever would speak or write against Islam and the 
Messenger of Islam &£, to stop their attacks, his pen would be like a sword coming 
out of its case and he spent his whole life in these services as a Mujahid. 


The famous journalist and writer Qadhi Adeel Ahmad Abbasi wrote: 


When the hearts (of Muslims) were struck (by attacks of Non-Muslims), a 
complete man came with the paragon of virtues, a scholar of vast knowledge, a 
exegete of the Quran, a Muhadith, a great orator, a debater, a verifying scholar, 
a thinker, a manly symbol of resilience and perseverance, the reviver of his time, 
the great preacher, the greatest of verifying scholar, Shaykh Al-Islam Abul Wafa 
Thanaullah Amritsari &. 
Shaykh AbdurRauf Rehmani 25 wrote: 

If any major scholar of the world of Islam was to be gathered in a sitting at 
the same time with Christians, Arians, Sanatan Dahrmion, atheists, naturists, 
Qadiyanis, Shiah, Hadith rejecters, Chakralwis, Brelwis, Deobandis, Sath 
Darmion, and was to debate with them each for one hour continuously, for nine 
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hours, I don't know who could do such in the Islamic world. But in Pakistan, 
India, Burma, Lanka, the island of Jawa Sumatra, there can be only one 
person who can be presented and he is Shaykh Al-Islam Abul Wafa Thanaullah 
Amritsari &. 


Shaykh Hakeem Tnayatulah Naseem Sohadrawi wrote: 
Shaykh Thanaullah was an exceptionally intelligent person, and in the field of 
debate especially, all groups accepted his singularity in answering straight away, 
his cheerful exposition, generosity and deep understanding of matters. 


ADDITIONS SUMMARISED FROM THE BOOK SEERAH THANAI 
OF SHAYKH ABDUL MAJEED KHADIM SOHADRAWI 


The Brelwis of Amritsar held an annual three day conference on the 
3rd of November 1937 entitled “Urs Imam Abu Haneefah’, in which 
Brelwi scholars Muhammad Yar Bahawalpuri, AbdulGhafoor Hazarwi, 
Muhammad Basheer Kotli and Muhammad Masood Harwi spread 
hatred and poison against the Ahl-e Hadith, naming Shaykh Thanaullah 
Amritsari, and they went to the level that one said: “The one who kills a 
Wahabi, he will receive the reward of martyrs.” 


In reply to it, the Ahl-e Hadith held a gathering on the 4th November 
1937 outside the Ahl-e Hadith Masjid, and Shaykh Thanaullah was on 
his way on a Tangah (two wheeled open horse-drawn cart for up to four 
persons) with his grand son Radhaullah and two of his companions, and 
when the Tangah reached the Masjid in the area of Katrah Mahan Singh, 
Shaykh Thanaullah came out of the Tangah and shook the hand of Dr 
Muhammaf Ishaq, and suddenly an innovator youth called Qamar Beg 
shouted “Ya Rasoola Allah” and launched an attack with an axe that he 
had sharpened and hit the Shaykh on his head and injured him. The injury 
was very deep and blood was running a lot. Babu AbdulMajeed who was 
secretary of Anjuman Ahl-e Hadith Amritsar took Qamar Beg's hand but 
he managed to launch another strike on the Shaykh’s face and forehead, 
and the Shaykh fell down, but he took himself up and managed to sit, with 
his head and forehead bleeding, and he said the words: “Fuztu Bi Rabbil 
Kabah” (I have been successful by the Lord of the Kabah) and he would 
invoke “O Allah resurrect me among the martyrs”. 


The attacker Qamar Beg managed to escape, and the doctor treated 
Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari, and thereafter a complaint was lodged to 
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the police who could not find him, until he was caught in Calcutta a year 
and half after, and his trial began on the 27th of January 1938 in Amritsar, 
and the attacker received a sentence of four years of jail. 


After this attack on his life, Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari authored the 
book Shame Tawheed which was printed in the thousands and distributed 
freely. The Brelwis replied to this work in a book called Parwanah Tanqeed 
but Shaykh Thanaullah replied to that with a book called Noor Tawheed in 
1938. The Shaykh mentioned in his epistle Noor Tawheed that he reached 
the age of 70 in April 1938, and the Prophet & said that the age of his 
community will be between 60 and 70 and few will go over it (Tirmidhi) 
so he might have been martyred before reaching the age of 70 but Allah 
placed him among the few to reach over 70. 


Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari himself was not in favour of registering 
a case against Qamar Beg after he ran away but the Ahl-e Hadith Jama'at 
would do many sittings to pressure government to capture the attacker. 
While Qamar Beg was in jail for four years, Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari 
would send some money to the children of Qamar Beg, and when Qamar 
Beg came to know this he felt really sorry and shameful for his action. 
After the creation of Pakistan, Shaykhul Islam Thanaullah Amritsari 
resided in Sargodha where he passed away in 1948, and Qamar Beg as 
well emigrated to Sargodha and he would visit regularly the grave of the 
Shaykhul Islam Thanaullah Amritsari. 
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